
 

 

East Asia Education Week 2026 
 

ThinkTNE Forum: 
Multilateral 
Partnerships in 
Transnational 
Education   
 
4 February 2026, Indonesia  
 
www.britishcouncil.org 

  



ThinkTNE 

 

www.britishcouncil.org 2 

ThinkTNE Forum 2026 
 

Think TNE is the British Council East Asia’s flagship dialogue series in advancing the discourse on 
transnational education (TNE) in the region. It comprises research and reports as well as education 
policy dialogues on TNE, covering a wide range of topics, such as quality assurance, student 
experience, academic and talent development, employer engagement and country focused issues. 
Our aim is to create a platform for TNE providers in the UK and East Asia for continuous strategic 
engagement and effective collaboration. Leading representatives from the education sectors in the 
UK and East Asia are convened to discuss the top priorities and challenges in the development and 
delivery of TNE and to inspire collaborative efforts that will shape the future of international education 
for the UK and the region.    

 

Theme: Multilateral Partnerships in Transnational Education - The What, Why and How 

 

The theme this year aims to delve deeper into the concept of multilateral partnerships, exploring their 
significance, implementation, and impact on transnational education. This theme is particularly 
relevant given the evolving landscape of TNE in East Asia, where the shift from bilateral to multilateral 
collaborations is gaining momentum especially as institutions face limitations in resources and impact, 
in addition to the changing behaviour of young people towards learning and qualifications1.  

 

The one-day forum will seek to gain insights into the intricacies of these partnerships, exploring the 
opportunities, challenges, risks and motivations behind the decisions.  By exploring what, why and 
how of these partnerships, participants will gain a deeper understanding, paving the way for different 
models of TNE partnerships for the future.  

 

A combination of keynote speeches, case studies and panel discussions will support delegates to 
explore the following questions: 

 

1) What are the motivations to set up such partnerships?  

2) What are the models of multilateral TNE partnerships? 

3) How to implement such partnerships?  

4) What are the challenges and risks?  

5) What are the operational issues to consider?  

  

 
1 British Council International Education in 2050  
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Target audience 

 

• Institutional representatives and quality assurance agencies from East Asia and the UK 

• UK-East Asia TNE providers and practitioners  

• Policy makers, and higher education experts in the region  
 

Proposed Programme  

 

Time  Session  Speakers and Chairs 

0900 Welcome and introduction  

 

Welcome from University Host 

Leighton Ernsberger, East Asia 
Education Director, British 
Council  

Dr Hassan Wirayuda, Rector of 
Prasetya Mulya University 
(former Indonesia’s Foreign 
Minister) 

0915 Opening from Country Host Indonesia  

Indonesia’s international education ambitions and 
opportunities for collaborations  

 

H.E Professor Brian Yuliarto, 
Minister of Higher Education, 
Research, and Technology of 
Indonesia 

0930 Opening Keynote  

UK ambitions, contributions and future role in 
international education 

This opening keynote will explore the UK’s strategic 
vision for international education, focusing on its 
ambitions, contributions, and evolving role in the 
global TNE ecosystem. The speaker will reflect on the 
UK’s commitment to fostering impactful partnerships 
and its approach to navigating the changing 
dynamics of global higher education. 

Professor Sir Steve Smith, UK 
International Education 
Champion 

 

0945 Plenary 1 

The evolution and future of TNE  

A thought-provoking analysis of how transnational 
education has evolved over the years and what the 
future holds. The keynote will examine global trends, 
student expectations, and the shifting paradigms in 
higher education delivery, offering insights into how 
institutions can adapt and thrive. 

Matt Durnin, Principal, Nous 
Consulting 

1030  Plenary 2 Eduardo Ramos, Head of Higher 
Education Systems and 
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UK TNE in East Asia – State of Play  

A data-driven insights and policy perspectives, setting 
the stage for deeper discussions on regional 
collaboration and innovation in TNE. The session will 
delve into the current landscape of UK TNE in East 
Asia, highlighting key developments, challenges, and 
opportunities.  

Internationalisation, British 
Council 

1100  Coffee break   

1130 Panel Discussion  

TNE partnerships –The Good, The Bad and The Ugly  

 

This panel will explore real-world experiences of TNE 
partnerships, highlighting success stories, challenges, 
and lessons learned. Panelists will share candid 
reflections on what works, what doesn’t, and how 
institutions can navigate the complexities of 
multilateral collaboration. 

 

Chair: Jazreel Goh, Director, 
British Council Malaysia 

 

Panellists 

• Matt Durnin, Principal Nous 
Consulting 

• Professor Simon Guy, Pro-

Vice-Chancellor Global, 

Lancaster University  

• Dr Rizal Edwin Manansang, 

Secretary General, National 

Council for Special Economic 

Zone (SEZ) 

• Caryn Nery, Director, 

Transnational Education 

Partnerships, Victoria 

University  

• Dr Paula Sanderson, Chief 
Operating Officer and 
University Secretary, Cardiff 
University  

• Dr Ly Thien Trang, Vice 
President, Ho Chi Minh City 
University Technology  

1215 Presentation  

Successes and Learnings from TNE partnerships  

 
This is a ‘ted-style’ talk session which aims to 
showcase diverse perspectives on TNE partnerships, 
from setting up collaborations to managing and 
operating them in-country and the view from a TNE 
graduate. It aims to offer a holistic view of the impact 
and outcomes of these partnerships. 

 

Chair: Eduardo Ramos, Head of 
Higher Education Systems and 
Internationalisation, British 
Council 

 

Voices from 

• Professor Jonathan 

Galloway, Provost and CEO, 

Newcastle University, 

Singapore 

• Josephine Win, Co-founder & 
President, STI Myanmar 
College  
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• Professor May-Tan Mullins, 
Provost and CEO of the 
University of Reading 
Malaysia 

• Amanda Mojilip, Alumnus, 

University of Nottingham 

Malaysia  

• Paul Rowe, Director of 
International Partnership, 
University of Central 
Lancashire 

1315 Lunch break and networking   

1415 Breakout 1 – Making partnerships work – the Dos 
and Don’ts    

 

This breakout session will focus on practical 
strategies for building and sustaining effective TNE 
partnerships. Panellists will share best practices, 
common pitfalls, and actionable advice for 
institutions looking to strengthen their collaborative 
efforts. 

 

Chair: Professor Abhi 
Veerakumarasivam, Provost and 
Deputy Vice- Chancellor, 
Sunway University 

 

Panellists 

• Professor Kim Dale, Vice-
Principal (International), 
University of Dundee 

• Joanne Fowler, Deputy Vice 
President, Global Business 
Development, King's College 
London 

• Christopher Jeffrey, 
Founding Dean, British 
University Vietnam 

• Dennis Wong, Regional 
Provost and Group CEO 
University Newcastle 
(ASEAN) 

• Prof Jing Wu, Deputy Dean, 
School of Urban Design, 
Wuhan University 

 

Breakout 2 – Leadership in TNE Operations   

 

Focusing on leadership and operational excellence, 
this session will delve into the critical role of 
institutional leaders in driving successful TNE 
initiatives. Discussions will cover governance, quality 
assurance, and the leadership competencies needed 
to navigate complex international partnerships. 

 

Chair: Professor May-Tan 
Mullins, Provost and CEO of the 
University of Reading Malaysia 

 
Panellists 

• Professor Ova Emilia, Rector, 
Universitas Gadjah Mada  

• Professor Simon Guy, Pro-
Vice-Chancellor Global, 
Lancaster University 
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  • Dr Paula Sanderson, Chief 
Operating Officer and 
University Secretary, Cardiff 
University 

• Professor Sue Welburn, 
Executive Dean, University 
of Edinburgh Joint Institute 
(ZJE) 
 

1515 Closing plenary  

Beyond Borders: TNE partnerships for a resilient and 
inclusive global higher education   

The closing plenary will reflect on the day’s 
discussions and look ahead to the future of TNE.  The 
session will discuss strategies for enhancing 
institutional adaptability in the face of global 
disruptions, fostering inclusive practices that ensure 
equitable access to TNE, and the role of 
multilateralism in addressing shared global 
challenges such as sustainability, digital 
transformation, and geopolitical shifts. Participants 
will be encouraged to reflect on how collaborative 
models can drive innovation and inclusivity in 
international education. 

Professor Mushtak Al-Atabi, 
Provost and CEO, Herriot Watt 
University Malaysia   

1545 Final word of thanks  

Group Photo 

Eilidh Hamilton, Regional 
Cultural Engagement Business 
Director, East Asia, British 
Council  

1600 End of Forum   

 
For more information, please contact the British Council at education_eastasia@britishcouncil.org  

 

mailto:education_eastasia@britishcouncil.org

